A Brief Report on DBT “Alumni Connect 2022”
Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambedkar University
An 'Alumni Connect' programme was held on March 25, 2022, under the aegis of the Alumni
Cell DBT of Babasaheb Bhimrao Ambedkar University, Lucknow. The proceeding was presided
over by the department's head, Professor Sangeeta Saxena. Approximately 50 students from the
university's M Sc and PhD alumni participated in the event via Google Meet on this occasion.
Here on event, alumni actively participated in this online initiative, offering suggestions on how
alumni may help the university's overall progress. The gathering was called to order by Dr.
Monica Sharma, the program's convener, who requested that the department's head welcome the
visitors. Prof. Sangeeta Saxena greeted the students and faculty members, explaining
the university's efforts to reintegrate alumni with their alma mater.
During the meeting, the department held an Alumni Webinar, where two alumni from the
first and second batches presented their research findings. Dr. Ashish Dwivedi (M.Sc. Batch
2005-2007), the first speaker, is currently work as a Scientist at the CSIR-Indian Institute of
Toxicology Research in Lucknow. He gave a talk on "Alternative Models and Cosmetics
Toxicity in the Current Situation." He also talked about his transition from BBAU to IITR, how
the department helped him plan his future, and what kind of advice he received from the
professors. He also answered questions from PhD students about securing Postdoctoral positions
overseas and anecdotes about having a successful career. Dr. Shailender Verma (M.Sc. 20062008) is an Assistant Professor at Delhi University, and he gave a talk entitled "Genetic
Regulation of Mineral Micronutrient Homeostasis in Crop Plants." He also presented his ideas
on how to achieve research excellence. He also answered questions about how to apply for
overseas scholarships and the value of collaborating on research.
The following is a summary of some of the alumnus' perspectives:
Ms. Poornashree Bajpai, who is currently doing her PhD at the Defense Research Organization,
offered her perspective on the department's teaching approaches and how they assisted her in
achieving her passion of conducting research. She also underlined the need of the department's
research facilities being enhanced. Mr. Manas Joshi, an MSc class of 2013 graduate who is now
a PhD student at Lucknow University, also attended the meeting and shared some of his fond
memories. He shared his thoughts on how to form a link with current pupils and how we alumni

can assist them in pursuing higher education and careers in the future. Md Kamran and Ms.
Akshita Dixit also emphasised the importance of cultivating a positive work culture as well as
the skill sets required for employment in industry and academia.
Prof. D R Modi interacted with the alumni and highlighted the hardships the department
endured when it first began out, as well as how it grew and progressed to its current state. Dr. G
Sunil Babu and Dr. Yusuf also spoke about the alumni's role in enhancing the university's
infrastructure and their engagement in regular academic conferences. Prof Sangeeta Saxena also
gave them an update on the department's initiatives and discussed how new collaborative
research projects can be designed with alumni in light of the new challenges that the world is
facing, as well as how the university's initiatives have created strong bonds with its alumni.
Those were also given an overview of the various services accessible to students interested in
joining the alumni organisation. At the conclusion of the ceremony, Dr. Monica Sharma,
Convener Alumni Cell DBT, offered a vote of gratefulness to the program's participants and
teachers.
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